
Pre-K Math - Day 1
Counting & Quantities to 10

STANDARD

NC Foundations for Early Learning and Development - Goal CD-10: Children show understanding of 
numbers and quantities during play and other activities.

LEARNING TARGET

I can count objects one at a time and tell how many are in a group.

80-MINUTE COMPLETE DAILY LESSON

8 min Warm-Up / Spiral Review

12 min Visual Mini-Lesson + I Do

15 min We Do Guided Practice

20 min Small Group + Centers

20 min Independent Practice

5 min Exit Ticket

Includes teacher guidance, visuals/manipulatives, differentiation, extension, and answer key.
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TEACHER GUIDE

Materials

Counting cubes or bears, connecting-cube picture cards 1-5, numeral cards 1-10, crayons, ten-frame 
mat, small cups or bowls.

Teacher Look-Fors

One-to-one counting; stable order; child answers “how many?” after counting; begins recognizing small 
groups without recounting.

Suggested Teacher Language

“Touch one object each time you say a number. The last number you say tells how many are in the 
whole group.”

80-Minute Flow

Warm-Up - 8 min Activate prior knowledge; students use visuals or 
manipulatives.

Mini-Lesson - 12 min Model the skill explicitly using a visual 
representation.

Guided Practice - 15 min Solve examples together and require students to 
explain thinking.

Small Group/Centers - 20 min Teacher table + hands-on center + independent 
visual center.

Independent - 20 min Students complete grade-level practice 
independently.

Exit Ticket - 5 min Quick check for today's standard.

Differentiation
Support: Reduce the number set, provide manipulatives, allow oral responses, and model one example 
before students work.

On Level: Use the lesson as written and require students to show a visual model plus an answer.

Extension: Increase the number range and ask students to create a new example and explain why their 
model works.
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