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FICTIONAL SCENARIO | READING PRACTICE

The Bridge at Lantern Creek

Name: _______________________ Class: __________ Date: __________

Read and annotate the complete selection. Then complete the included focused task.

1. A storm had washed out part of the school route. Officials proposed closing the unsafe bridge permanently
and sending walkers along a longer road route. Some residents supported the rerouting; others wanted a safe
crossing restored. Before choosing a side, Jamal wrote a notebook question: "What would people need to know
to make a responsible decision?"

2. Before the storm, neighbors crossed the bridge to reach school and shops. At the nearby meeting area, they
exchanged notices and helped families during earlier disruptions. One resident called the worn bridge outdated;
another called it the heart of Lantern Creek. Jamal wanted a decision that recognized both community history
and present needs.

3. From the open public path, Jamal and a friend counted pedestrians turning back at the closure barrier and
noted the longer route beside noisy traffic. They did not enter the closed bridge. The observations identified
access obstacles, not the structural safety of a replacement. Jamal crossed out "obviously" in the notes because
the available observations did not justify certainty.

4. A volunteer supplied a dated maintenance log recording earlier bridge repairs and the volunteer shuttle
organized during a previous closure. The dates and entries documented how residents had responded to a
shared transport need. Jamal asked where the materials came from and copied a dated detail. The volunteer
distinguished personal recollections from documentation; an appealing account still needed support.

5. At a planning session, school bus drivers explained that families needed a dependable route while the bridge
remained closed. Jamal listened, then restated the concern to check understanding. One speaker replied, "That
is exactly the problem we keep describing." They recognized a shared problem without agreeing on a solution.
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The Bridge at Lantern Creek | continued

6. Back home, Jamal sorted the notes into direct observations, reported statements and questions still needing
investigation. The dated record supplied historical context, not a prediction of future costs or outcomes. Jamal
changed "This plan will work" to "This approach is worth testing." The new claim was more defensible because it
matched the limited evidence.

7. Jamal's draft began with the present difficulty, then gave observations and dated evidence. It proposed a
professionally assessed temporary crossing, if approved as safe, while a long-term bridge plan was studied.
The plan called for checking travel times and numbers using the approved route, with a public safety and cost
review before any permanent commitment. The trial was a proposal for gathering information, not a claim that a
permanent solution had already succeeded.

8. One classmate thought the draft gave history too much space; another feared that numbers alone would
erase residents' experiences. Jamal placed an account from school bus drivers beside a direct observation. The
revision explained that the account could clarify concerns and the observation could describe one period, but
neither established future effectiveness or complete costs.

9. At the final meeting, participants asked what the trial would cost and how well it would improve access. Jamal
cited useful observations and openly identified missing estimates and other research needs. A supporter of
permanent closure and rerouting still agreed that the public should see trial results. An official suggested a
progress report and a volunteer offered to gather more observations.

10. The group voted to collect more evidence before making an irreversible change. No permanent plan was
approved. Passing the walking bridge at Lantern Creek afterward, Jamal saw that the practical problem and
disagreement remained. Yet the group had agreed to test claims, listen to one another and return to the
decision with better information.
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RL.7.3 | Focused lesson
Explain how setting, characters and events influence one another.

Completed model

A causal chain connects elements: access barriers at the site lead the character to observe use; those
observations influence the proposal. Naming a setting alone is not analysis.

Saint Pierre Learning Resources  |  Grade 7  |  4 / 7



SAINT PIERRE LEARNING RESOURCES

RL.7.3 | Task 1
Build three cause-and-effect chains from Jamal's story. Each must connect a setting detail, a character
response and a later event.

Name: _______________________ Date: ______________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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RL.7.3 | Sample teacher guidance
Task 1

Examples: the storm closes the bridge -> Jamal observes from the open path -> the proposal requires a
crossing assessed as safe; earlier community use -> Jamal checks dated repair records -> historical
context is balanced with present access needs; conflicting meeting views -> Jamal listens and plans a
measured trial -> the group seeks more evidence before deciding. No trial has yet occurred.

The full packet includes retained comprehension questions and keys, all three focused tasks, and further teacher
guidance.
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Digital Resource License
Unless a listing says otherwise, each purchase includes a single-teacher license. The buyer may print
and use the resource with their own students and may assign it through a password-protected
classroom platform.

Allowed

Classroom, tutoring, and personal instructional use

Reasonable copies for the purchasing teacher’s students

Posting inside a secure learning-management system for those students

Not allowed

Reselling, sharing, or giving the files to other educators

Posting files on a public website, shared drive, or social-media page

Removing the copyright notice or presenting the work as your own

Using the content to create a competing product

Schools and teams that need multiple users should contact support for additional licensing.
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